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The Staff We're Made Of
By Jill Wagner

hen Kay Norton joined the
WCollege for Men registrar's office in
1968, in no time she knew the
names and faces of all her fellow staff
employees. Now, 31 years later, with staff
numbering in the hundreds, Norton admits
she regularly sees unfamiliar faces.
As we celebrate the golden anniversary,
we'd like to especially acknowledge the staff
employees who keep departments running
smoothly and maintain the beautiful cam
pus. Records showing the number of
employees in the university's early years are
likely buried in storage. (In fact, when
Norton first arrived, a human resources
department had not yet been established for
the College for Men or College for Women.)
But the sleek payroll computing system used
today produces statistics in a matter of min
utes.
Of the 1,187 benefits-based employees,
505 are staff members, 326 administrators
and 356 faculty.
Our hats go off to the people who make
USD the warm and friendly place it is.
Following is a brief look at some of the per
sonalities who make us smile daily and who
have found themselves in the news in
recent years.
Through the Staff Employees
Association, founded in 1976, staff members
have defended their right to equal benefits
and established a thriving social committee.
Norton and Peggy Agerton, executive
assistant in the provost's office, were origi
nal members of the SEA who in the 1970s
fought tenaciously for retirement benefits.
Then, several years later, the SEA began
advocating for full tuition remission benefits
for staff employees.
On the playful side, the SEA has orga
nized bus trips to Laughlin, Nev., held

Terry Mignona celebrates her 30th anniversary as
an employee of Co/Jley Library.
Halloween costume contests and taken huge
groups of employees to Padres games.
Kathi Spittel, then-president of the SEA,
won the praise and gratitude of colleagues in
1991 for spearheading the effort to win full
tuition remission for staff employees, their
kids and spouses. Until then, the university
paid for a maximum of three classes per year
for staff members.
Jan Tuomainen and her Jazzercise class
debuted on the cover page of the Alcala
View in January 1992. The executive assis
tant to the director of public relations still
offers the lunchtime exercise classes to
employees.
General Services' Thu Tran shared his
award-winning bonsai plants with the USD
(Continued on page two)

And the Winners Are ...

What a way to celebrate
USD's 50th anniversary! The
awards ceremony at the
annual picnic honored sever
al longtime employees who
certainly deserved the
Employee of the Year and
Administrator of the Year
awards.
Congratulations to Bill Hall,
library assistant 4 in Copley
Library, the 1998 Employee
of the Year. And applause for
the three finalists, Silberio
Bobadilla, gardener; Pam
Bourne, executive assistant to
the vice president of student
affairs; and Lois Scheer,
acquisitions assistant in the
Legal Research Center.
Heaps of praise to the
Administrator of the Year co
winners, Debbie Gough, assis
tant provost, and John
Trifiletti, director of alumni
relations. And final kudos to
the finalists, Charles Waldie,
director of budget and admin
istration for the School of
Law, and Greg Zackowski,
director of UC operations.

Passages

Births
A son, Tyler Neal, to Hsiao
Ping Feng, systems support
consultant in academic com
puting, and her husband,
Glenn Neal, on March 23.
A daughter, Brittany Lee, to
Te Thiessen, executive assis
tant in dining services, and
her husband, Kirby, on May
30.
Deaths
Geraldine Dobson, mother
of Gary Dobson, telecommuni
cations supervisor, and

(Continued on page three)

1998 Service Award Recipients

Benefits Brief

Effective July 1, 1999, fulltime benefits-based employees are eligible to take 18
credits per academic year
using tuition remission.
Employee law school students may take 22 units per
year. (Classes taken this
summer will count towards
the 1999-2000 academic
year.)
California Casualty offers
auto insurance quotes using
its Web site, www.calcas.com.
An online quote form is provided for your convenience.
The company will contact you
within two working days with
your auto insurance quote.
The university's Accidental
Death and Dismemberment
Insurance does not provide
benefits for accidents occurring during military service.
This personal accident insurance is designed to help protect you against loss due to
accidents, not illness.
To maximize savings on
maintenance prescription
drugs, Health Net offers a
mail order prescription service through Walgreen's
Healthcare Plus. A single $5
copay for generic or $1 0 for
brand name medications can
provide you with up to a 90day supply. Forms are available in human resources .
Did you realize medicines
can lose potency and sometimes even gain strength
when kept past their expiration dates? Aspirin may react
to light and moisture and
become acetic acid. Liquid
cough syrups may undergo
evaporation and leave more
of their active ingredients per
dose. Because of possible
changes in drug potency, it is
important to periodically clear
out expired medicines from
the medicine cabinet.
The Kaiser travel guide for
emergency and medical services is now available in
human resources. The guide
contains important information on obtaining coverage
while traveling outside
Kaiser's service area.
- Debbie Anderson

Five Years Oe
franc t b ft to righc
Ellenburo- Ao ,.ack): Juli;
A
uce S,
,viargarec Fa
antos,
Bach, Moll
Lisa
Mana E/ zFecfe,
Mariana Dena Cruz,
Gorm 'la;a, lane
Cumm .an' Leanna
D
raper, Jo P0 tngs, Joanne
V. •
wers A
D
zegas, B ll A j ,viana
avid Edg. l JVLcleod
Susan Gar, l ean Bates,
aydos c
'
SWearin
gen ' G arma
korch , eorge
Martinez D ' Francisco
l-i Chud 'wafd· Servacy,
ans, kathfee ze, Marci
John M C' n ]ohnson
.,
c task S ,
G ztl
and St ey, cou
eve Glover.
,I

,,, ,

711,

family and I wish to thank you
for your thoughts, prayers
and kind words over the loss
of our loved one, Margarita
Rand. I'm so glad that many
of you had the opportunity to
meet this unique and special
woman during her frequent
visits to San Diego."

Employees Not Pictured

Service award winners not
pictured in this newsletter
include:
Five years: Sonia Cawsey,
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15 years (left to right, front to back): Gong Ta/Jail, Julian
Vazquez, Calista Davis, Mary Quick, Hannah Kinney,
Judith Munoz, Kily Jones , Doug Staib, Gary Dobson,
Jack Adams, Carl Boals and C harlie Thomas .

The Staff

(Continued from page one)
community in 1992 when he displayed them
in Founders Gallery. The plants won firstplace awards from the San Diego Cactus
and Succulent Socie ty.
A USD team of staff employees ra ised
$2,000 by participating in the 1994 March
of Dimes WalkAmerica, a 26-mile walk-athon. The group included Diane West, Pam
Bourne, Kily Jones, Kay Norton, CC

Lavor, Alice Bournazian, Molly Landi and
Alicia Buenrostro.
Ted Geddes , lead person in custodial ser,
vices, was elected in 1995 to the statew ide
Community Adv isory Committee for
Special Educat ion .
A $700 check was presented in September 1995 to the Manchester Family Child
Development Cen ter by Becky Gilbert,
then-president of the SEA. The funds raised
throughout the year helped pay for staff

20 years (left to right, front to back): Jose Cardena, Roberto Miramontes, Sister
Maureen Cronin, Deirdre A lfred, Phil Plouffe, Thu Tran, Tom Wallake and
Mark Draper.

employees' chi ldren to attend the schoo l.
The SEA donates annually to MFCDC
scholarship and equipment funds.
Kily Jones , the 1996 Employee of the
Year, became a citizen of the U nited States
on June 14, 1996. Several other employees
naturalized that year too, including Esther
Aguilar, Silvia Loza, Leticia Garcia,
Gumaro Lopes, Josefina Monroy and Perla
Bleisch.

(Continued from page one)
mother-in-law of Diane
Dobson, loan administration
assistant, on May 12.
Tennyson Tom, an undergraduate student, on May 29.
Magarita Rand, grandmother of Laura Nottoli,
events specialist in donor
relations, on June 2.

Letters
Laura Nottoli writes: "My

,I

25 years ( left to right) : Emma Sanders, Leroy Weber and Lou
Magana .

Passages

The USD campus came together in a way
it never h as before or since, when word
spread that Ryan Marsh , payroll clerk, hit
the $4 million California Lottery jackpot on
May 23, 1998. The complete joy and excitement expressed by hundreds of emp loyees
was a reflection of the respect they h ad for
Marsh, a 10-year employee of human
resources. "It cou ldn't have happened to a
nicer guy," his co lleagues agreed.

Leeanne Crain, Raylene
Dickinson, Ana Dorado,
Veronica Fernandes, Jeff
Hardick, Mike Haskins, Mary
Johnson, Mary Kowit, Joanne
Lavin, Jonis Manriquez, Greg
Marshall, Kit Phelps,
Jacqueline Sabanos, James
Salton, Elba Sims, Lori
Stevenson, Suzanne Stone,
Elisa Weichel and Joan Wolf.
1o years: Theresa Andersen,
Garry Frocklage, Tyler Gabriel,
Cornelio Gonzales, Esther
LaPorta, Martha Quinn, Amanda
Ryan, Pete Ryan, Jane Usatin,
Kemi Williams and Mary Zetts.
15 years: Perla Belisch,
Marcia Butler, Leticia
Coffinberry, Isabel Oliveria,
Maria Rivera, Roanne Shamsky
and Sherri Stephens.
20 years: Sister Dale Brown
and Kathleen Law.
25 years: Marjo Gray.

Classifieds

For Sale. 1993 Jeep
Cherokee, 97,000 miles,
excellent condition. $8,500 or
best offer. Call Emilie Johnson
at ext. 2356.

Psst. ..

Bits and Pieces from the Readers

Your chance to show off
USD to all of San Diego is
just around the corner. Round
up those friends and family
looking for something to do
on a Saturday afternoon and
bring them to the community
open house, 11 a.m. to 6
p.m., July 31. Live music by
local bands will be played on
West Point Field , local food
and merchandise vendors will
be on campus, children can
enjoy storytelling by professional storytellers and sports
clinics will be open to all
ages.
To further celebrate the
50th anniversary, the renowned Chicano comedy-theater
troupe Culture Clash will perform in Shiley Theatre, 7:30
p.m. , July 30 and 31 . Also
performing will be the 18
Mighty Mountain Warriors and
the Gilbert Castellanos Trio.

News About
Campus

The Golden Division

The student affairs division added another
trophy to its case when it won the Golden
Muffler Award for having the highest percentage of employees take alternative transportation to work during the first annual
Fresh Air Challenge. Staged on May 21, the
competition invited employees to walk, bike,
bus, train, trolley or carpool to campus.
Pictured below are a few of the student
affairs commuters with their vice president,
Tom Burke. From left to right: Noah
Stanley, Kily Jones, Tom Burke and Greg
Zackowski.

Web) wi ll be reserved and paid fo r through
payro ll deduction.
Later in the summer, the permit can be
picked up at the parking office without
standing in line. The monthly payroll
deductions will not begin until the employee h as received and signed for the permit. A
USD ID is required when picking up the
permit.

Survey Results Available

A compilation of results from the
Western Association of Sch oo ls and
Colleges (WASC) survey conducted in
January is ava ilable to all employees. More
than 61 percent of the staff and administrators responded to the survey distributed by a
campus committee to aid in the accreditation process .
Staff Employees A ssoc iation representatives have cop ies of the
report , as do the fi ve members of the
WASC committee, Verdise
Bradford, Calista Davis, M.T.
Karlinger, Margie Carroll and Larry
Gardepie.
The report can also be rev iewed at
Copley Library, human resources,
fac ilities management front desk or
the UC info rmation desk.

Soccer Pros in Our Midst

Avoid Lines, Reserve Online
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Employees can reserve a facu lty/staff or
fringe permits for 1999-2000 without leaving their office by access ing a special Web
site at http://permits.acusd. edu. By filling
out a simple fo rm, one annual permit
(semester permits cannot be bought on the
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Major League Soccer's All-Star
Weekend comes to San Diego this
month, and one of the events will be
right here in Torero Stadium. The
Rock 'N ' Soccer Ce lebrity G ame is se t fo r 7
p.m., July 14. N otable San Diegans will take
on MLS stars. Tickets are $2 and available
on ly at the gate on game day. Proceeds will
benefit the C hildren 's Hosp ital and H ea lth
Center of San Diego.

